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Azerbaijan to toughen laws 
for punishment of personal 
insult and slander ahead of 

Presidential elections.
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Giorgi Baramidze, the Vice Speaker of the Georgian 
Parliament and close associate of the current Georgian 
President Mikhail Saakashvili told participants at a NatO 
Parliamentary assembly meeting in tbilisi on 30 april 
that he will participate in primary elections that will select 
the candidate of the United National Movement for the 
forthcoming Presidential elections scheduled to be held in 
Georgia in October. Baramidze became the first prominent 
politician to announce that he will participate in the election 
process. the ruling Georgian Dream coalition is expected to 
announce its candidate for the election in May.   

the Parliament of Azerbaijan has started discussing 
amendments to the criminal code  that envisage 
punishment for personal insult and slander in media 
outlets or public information internet resources. the 
amendments were this week being considered by the 
legal Affairs and state-building committee of the 
Milli Meclis, according to the committee chairman Ali 
Huseynli.

Under the criminal code’s articles 147 (slander) and 148 
(insult), the punishments will be imposed based on information 
released on internet resources. Fines from aZN 100 up to aZN 
500 and community service of up to 240 hours, corrective work 
up to a year or 6 months imprisonment for slander. Severe 
cases envisage community service up to 2 years and 3 years 
imprisonment. Fines from aZN 300 to aZN 1000, community 
service up to 240 hours, corrective work up to a year or 6 
months imprisonment are envisaged for insult. the draft law 
was recommended to the plenary meeting of the azerbaijani 
Parliament.

the mass media in azerbaijan is tightly controlled by the 
government with practically all tV and radio stations controlled 
or owned by pro-government groups or individuals. there is 
pluralism in the printed media but newspapers suffer from lack 
of finances, problems with publishing and distribution and are 
already tightly controlled by strict libel laws. the courts have 
often imposed heavy fines on pro-opposition newspapers.

the internet has been the only space left available for free 
expression in azerbaijan and there is concern that the new 
laws are envisaged to close even this window. Some observers 
consider the new law as being aimed at a new on line tV station, 
Meidan tV, an initiative of a number of on line activists. the 
studios of the new station are reportedly being organized in 
Berlin from where it will broadcast. activists have been engaged 
in fund raising for the new station.   

Source: cEW Editorial team.

Giorgi Baramidze to contest for President of Georgia.
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Georgian Dream wins 
three by-elections in 
first electoral test since 
the October 2012 
Parliamentary elections.
three by elections were held in Georgia 
on 27 April to fill seats vacated by 
members of the governing Georgian 
Dream coalition who were elected in the 
october Parliamentary Elections but who 
subsequently resigned on being appointed 
members of the government.

the elections were held in a calm and 
orderly fashion and were observed by 
a number of domestic observers and 
international missions resident in Georgia. 

this was the first electoral test for the new 
government. It easily held on to all the three 
seats, but the candidate of Georgian Dream 
in the Nadzaladevi constituency, tamar 
Kordzaia, faced competition from a number 
of other candidates but was elected having 
secured 39.5% of the vote, against her 
nearest rival, Kakha Kukava of Free Georgia 
who got 17.3%. the candidate of President 
Saakashvili’s United National Movement was 
in third place.

the central Election commission of Georgia, 
in a briefing held on 28 april released the 
preliminary results of the three by elections, 
which were as follows:

Nadzaladevi District (Tbilisi)
10 candidates were competing at Nadzaladevi 
District. Preliminary results are as follows:

Tamar Kordzaia, candidate of Election bloc 
“Bidzina Ivanishvili - Georgian Dream” - 39.5 %

Kakha Kukava, candidate of “Kakha Kukava - Free 
Georgia” - 17.3 %

Mirza Davitaia, candidate of “United National 
Movement” - 15.1 %

Ioseb Manjavidze, independent candidate -  
12.9 %

Zviad Chitishvili, independent candidate - 11.5 %

Giorgi Gugava, candidate of “Shalva Natelashvili - 
Labour Party of Georgia” - 3.1 %

Other candidates received less than 1% of the 
votes.

Baghdati District
8 candidates were competing at Baghdati 
District. Preliminary results are as follows:

Paata Kiknavelidze, candidate of Election Bloc 
“Bidzina Ivanishvili - Georgian Dream” - 61.9 %

Vladimer Tsikoridze, candidate of political union 
“United National Movement” - 21.1%

Zurab Mskhvilidze, independent candidate -  
9.6 %

Roman Robakidze, independent candidate - 6.6 %

Other candidates received less than 1% of the 
votes.

Samtredia District
5 candidates were competing at Samtredia 
District. Preliminary results are as follows:

Giorgi Kakhiani, candidate of Election Bloc 
“Bidzina Ivanishvili - Georgian Dream” - 80.9 %

Emzar Shubladze, candidate of “United National 
Movement”- 18.7 %

Other candidates received less than 1% of the 
votes.        

Source: cEW with Georgian cEc

tamar Kordzaia
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Georgia’s new leadership promises 
action to prevent illegal electronic 
surveillance and eavesdropping.
the new leadership of the Georgian government and 
Parliament have vowed to cooperate closely with the civil 
society groups in creating mechanisms both on legislative 
and executive level to provide tight public scrutiny in order 
to prevent illegal surveillance and eavesdropping. 

Prime Minister Ivanishvili, Interior Minister Irakli Garibashvili 
and some other senior officials from the government, as well as 
Parliamentary chairman Davit Usupashvili met on april 29 with 
a large group of civil society and media representatives, who 
organized a conference to discuss measures to prevent illegal 
surveillance and eavesdropping.   

Last six annual human rights reports on Georgia from the 
U.S. Department of State, from the one covering 2007 to the 
most recent report covering 2012, repeatedly mentions about 
individuals telling western mentors that they were reluctant to 
discuss, or had stopped discussing, sensitive topics by telephone 
due to concern about government wiretapping.

In late October, 2012 the constitutional court ruled that 
operative investigations of private Internet communications 
would require a court order. the U.S. Department of State’s 
2012 human rights report, however, said that despite of this 
ruling the Interior Ministry “appeared to have continuing direct 
access to the technological infrastructure of telecommunication 
companies, raising concerns regarding continued illegal 
government surveillance.”

During the meeting with civil society representatives on april 
29 PM Ivanishvili, as well as Interior Minister Garibashvili 
claimed that practice of illegal surveillance, widespread under 
the previous government, was now over. they, however, also 
acknowledged that only the authorities’ verbal assurances that 
security agencies were no longer practicing illegal surveillance 
would not be enough to allay concerns still existing in the public, 
mainly because of past experience.

“there will be a proper legislation, but the most important is to 
observer that legislation and there should be a strong reaction 
to every single case [of illegal surveillance] if they reoccur again,” 
Ivanishvili said.

he also said that there was an exaggerated perception that 
everyone under the previous government was eavesdropped 
on their mobile phones; he said that such perceptions were 
“deliberately” fueled by the previous authorities, which aimed at 
keeping the public under “fear” of being constantly monitored 
by the state.

Interior Minister Garibashvili said that under the previous 
leadership, there was “a separate unit” within the Interior 

Ministry, “which was in charge of illegal surveillance” and which, 
as he said, was scrapped after he took the office.

he said that a huge cache of audio and video recordings, 
obtained through illegal surveillance on political figures 
“including myself and the Prime Minister”, which was gathered 
by the previous leadership of the ministry, was still stored in the 
Interior Ministry. 

“We cannot destroy this archive before the investigation is still 
ongoing – we have yet to question some former high ranking 
officials, including former deputy interior minister [amiran] 
Meskheli; but as soon as the investigation is completed we will 
destroy it,” Garibashvili said.

“Of course we have technical capabilities to carry out 
surveillance, but I want to assure you that this is carried out 
in full observance of law,” he said at the meeting with civil 
society representatives. “as far as tightening of control and 
creating additional mechanisms in order to avoid reoccurrence 
of past practice of [illegal surveillance] is concerned, we are 
absolutely ready for close cooperation and for accepting your 
recommendations in this regard.”

Parliamentary chairman Davit Usupashvili said at the meeting 
that mechanisms both on legislative and executive level should 
be developed to guarantee proper public oversight.

“No matter how often the Prime Minister repeats that those 
times of [illegal surveillance] are now over, it won’t have any 
result if the people do not believe in it and huge efforts are 
needed in order to convince the public that this practice is really 
over,” he said.

“We, the representatives of the authorities, understand that 
in this regard our assurances might be less convincing for the 
public,” Usupashvili said and added that the Parliament was 
ready to take recommendations from the civil society how to 
improve existing legislation in this regard.

he also said that monitoring should apply not only 
“usual suspects – police and security agencies”, but also 
communication service providers.

Usupashvili, however, also said that any new mechanism should 
be “flexible” enough in order to strike the right balance to on 
the one hand guarantee strong public scrutiny, but on the other 
hand not to cause “negative side effects” for law enforcement 
agencies in performing their legitimate duties. “So there are lots 
of issues at stake and it is very good that such discussions have 
started,” he added.        

this report is reproduced from the Georgian News portal civil.ge
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Yerevan Council Elections on 
May 5th may give opposition 
consolation prize.
the excitement following (but not preceding) the 
Presidential elections in Armenia in February has now 
subsided. President serzh sargsyan has been sworn in for 
his second term in office and attempts by the runner up, 
Heritage Party leader Raffi Hovhannesian to force the 
government to cancel the election result have fizzled out. 

But armenians will be going to the polls once more on 5 May, 
at least in some localities, including the capital city Yerevan, to 
elect their local authorities.

Unlike the Presidential elections, where three major 
opposition parties were absent from the ballot paper, this 
time round seven parties are presenting candidates for the 
elections. they are the recently founded Mission Party and the 
two government and four opposition parties represented in 
the armenian Parliament: Republican Party and Rule of Law, 
and Prosperous armenia, Dashnak aRF, heritage – contesting 
under its brand name “hello Yerevan”, and the armenian 
National congress, recently reorganized as a political party..

Many consider the local elections as an opportunity for the 
opposition to secure a consolation prize, having lost both the 
Parliamentary and the Presidential elections amidst claims 
of fraud and irregularities in both. Since the opposition is 
running for the local elections in a fragmented form, it will 
take considerable skills to put together a ruling coalition for 
city hall, even if the opposition parties are able to win enough 
seats to be able to force their candidate for Mayor on the 
government.

civilitas Foundation, the embattled NGO that has been under 
government pressure for more than a year said on its website 
that “Municipal elections in armenia are normally given less 
attention by the public and mass media than parliamentary 
or presidential elections, even though it is local decisions that 
directly affect citizens’ everyday lives. Because all mayors of 
Yerevan have been members of the ruling party at the time 
and have governed on the basis of being accountable to that 
party, not to voters, most citizens are only vaguely aware of the 
scope and capacity of the municipal body’s powers.”

the organization added that “as a result of poor or 
inconsistent media coverage of the municipal elections 
-- which have been generally personalized and divorced 
from processes or policies -- there has been little public 
knowledge about the prerequisites for becoming a member 
of a municipal council, about candidates’ familiarity with 
issues and responsibilities, or about citizens’ own rights and 
responsibilities. this too, compounds the general public apathy 
and the notion that elections are predetermined, and so 
individual votes make no difference to the outcome.”

the civilitas Foundation said that it attaches great importance 
to the comprehensive discussion of programs and policies 
in the public sector before they are adopted. Informative, 
consultative, public discussions and debates are one of the 
most important aspects of democracy. For this reason civilitas 
was due to hold a debate on 30 april during which Yerevan 
voters were to be given the opportunity to put questions 
directly to some of the candidates in the election.        

Source: cEW

citizens of Yerevan will elect the new city  
administration on 5 May 2013


