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Azerbaijan’s short 
presidential election 
campaign kicks off.
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campaigning in Azerbaijan’s presidential election kicked 
off on 16 september in a campaign that is to last only 
three weeks. Voting takes place on 9 october. By the start 
of the campaign ten candidates had been registered. 
three others were contesting through the courts by 
the central Elections commission not to register their 
candidacy due to alleged errors in the signatures of 
the voters nominating them. Azerbaijani law requires 
candidates to be supported by at least 40,000 voters to 
be eligible for registration. no campaigning was allowed 
prior to the official start of the campaign.

state of Play
“the upcoming election takes place in an environment 
dominated by one political force. According to 
international reports, a number of legal amendments 
made in 2012 and 2013 further limited freedom of 
expression and assembly, and restricted the functioning 
of civil society.2 the incumbent President ilham Aliyev 
is standing for a third term, following constitutional 
amendments confirmed in a 2009 referendum which 
removed the limitation for a president to serve no more 
than two consecutive terms.

the ruling New azerbaijan Party (YaP), one of 11 parties 
in parliament, is led by the incumbent President and holds 
a majority of 70 out of 125 seats in parliament. the second 
largest parliamentary group is composed of 42 independent 
deputies, who usually vote in support of the ruling party. 
Opposition parties Musavat and azerbaijan Popular Front 
Party (aPFP) lost their parliamentary representation in 
2010 elections. In 2013, opposition forces established the 
National council of Democratic Forces (NcDF) in an effort 
to nominate a common candidate. a nominated candidate 
of the opposition Republican alternative (REaL) Movement, 
founded in 2009, is in pre-trial detention since February 
2013. he faces charges of organizing mass protests leading to 
violence and disorder.”   

From the first interim report of the oscE/oDiHR Election 
Monitoring Mission to Azerbaijan.
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OSCE/ODIHR Mission 
issues its first interim 
report on Azerbaijani 
presidential election.
the oscE/oDiHR Election observation Mission to Azerbaijan commenced its work 
on 28 August with a 13-member core team in Baku and 30 long-term observers 
deployed throughout the country. on 11 september it released its first interim 
report, which was largely technical. the report says that “interlocutors have 
expressed concerns about the media environment, including the government’s 
control over all television stations with nationwide coverage. ....on 4 september, 
the EoM started quantitative and qualitative media monitoring of six television 
stations and five newspapers.” the report adds that “A number of non-
governmental organizations (nGos) intend to observe the election. several oscE/
oDiHR EoM interlocutors assessed the legislation and its current implementation 
as hampering the ability of nGos to observe the election process.”   

the full first interim report of the OScE/ODIhR Mission is available  at: http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/104995.

So much for the  
secular Republic!

there was considerable astonishment in political circles in 
Azerbaijan and beyond at a statement issued ahead of the 9 
october presidential Elections by representatives of Azerbaijan 
religious communities, who were gathered together by the senior 
Muslim cleric in Azerbaijan, the chairman of the Board of caucasian 
Muslims, sheikhulislam Allahshukur Pashazade. in the statement 
the religious leaders called on their people to vote for the incumbent 
president, ilham Aliev.

the azerbaijani news agency, aPa reported on 19 September  that “the statement says that despite 
the separation of religion and state, true believers should not be separated from the motherland: 
“Believers have begun to live properly after heydar aliyev returned to power. heydar aliyev felt 
the essence of Islam and appreciated its role in improving the moral of the people. President Ilham 
aliyev is currently continuing the successful path of heydar aliyev and has been able to achieve the 
believers’ sympathy. Muslims, Jews and christians in azerbaijan always feel the state care. Ilham aliyev 
regards religious tolerance as the biggest boon. as believers, we thank Ilham aliyev for his care for 
the believers during his 10-year presidency. We call on our people to vote for Ilham aliyev in the 
upcoming presidential elections”.

In many countries interference by religious leaders in elections is illegal, and only in countries like Iran 
do the clergy play a direct part in politics. azerbaijani politicians, both pro-government and pro-
opposition, often boast about azerbaijan being a secular republic and such blatant interference, if 
indeed the statement is accurate, will raise a lot of questions and offer a dangerous precedent. It is also 
not clear to what extent leaders of other religious denominations acquiesced with the statement. 
Source: cEW staff with aPa.

sheikhulislam 
Allahshukur 

Pashazade
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over the last two days Azerbaijani opposition leaders 
have been in london presenting their cases to world public 
opinion. the candidate of the national council, camil 
Hassanli, accompanied by senior national council official, 
Eldar namazov arrived in london soon after Hassanli’s 
candidacy had been formally accepted by the central 
Elections commission.  Erkin Gadirli, Vice chairman of the 
REAl Movement, arrived in london shortly after it was 
announced that REAl’s chairman, ilgar Mammedov, who 
is in prison awaiting trial  in connection with disturbances 
in January in the region of ismaili, had been refused 
registration, due to problems with some of the signatures of 
the voters nominating him. Both Hassanli and Gadirli gave 
speeches at chatham House, held interviews with the media 
and met representatives of several nGos.

Hassanli says that there is a great 
demand for reforms in Azerbaijan.

In his speeches and interviews in London 
camil hassanli emphasised that in azerbaijan 
there was a great demand for reforms and 
that the incumbent President, Ilham aliev  had 

been elected in 2003 after making firm commitments to introduce 
reforms in the country. People however were very disappointed at 
his failure to do so. hassanli reaffirmed that as the candidate of the 
National council he would serve only as a transitional president and 
that he would step down after two years if elected, during which a 
reform package would be implemented. this will include electoral 
reform to regain the trust of the people in the electoral process and 
the strengthening of Parliament. hassanli insisted that the people 
of azerbaijan are ready for democracy, not as the government 
sometimes claims. he said that the National council does not seek  
an “arab spring” scenario. he criticised the government for trying to 
create “an artificial opposition” and for treating the real opposition as 
an enemy that had to be destroyed rather than an opponent that had 
to be defeated through the ballot box.

Erkin Gadirli calls for constitutional 
reforms.

“the Government of azerbaijan needs 
to move quickly, after the forthcoming 
Presidential election next month, with 
introducing constitutional reforms that 

would create conditions for proper parliamentary elections in 
2015. these reforms should include the creation of an upper house 
of parliament.” this view was expressed by Erkin Gadirli, Vice 
chairman of the opposition REaL Movement in azerbaijan, during 
a presentation at chatham house in London. Gadirli said that the 
constitutional changes were necessary since it was clear that the ruling 
elite in azerbaijan was not ready to release its current hold on power, 
and the creation of a second chamber in Parliament, that would act as 
a counter-balance to the first, was the only way in which the current 
azerbaijani authorities would tolerate the presence of their political 
opponents in Parliament.

Gadirli lambasted the azerbaijani authorities for refusing to register 
REaL’s chairman, Ilgar Mammedov, who is currently in prison 
awaiting trail, as a candidate in the October 9th election. he said 
that the Movement will exhaust the remaining legal remedies to try 
to have his candidature re-installed, but that if this did not happen 
they would then have no other choice but to ask their members to 
support the other opposition candidate camil hassanli, who has been 
nominated by a coalition of opposition parties grouped together in 
the “National council”. Gadirlli said that REaL had serious ideological 
differences with the “National council” platform, which is why it did 
not join it, but that hassanli was a respected national figure who now 
was the only credible option for those rejecting the candidature of 
the current President Ilham aliev. Gadirli insisted that aliev’s election 
for a third term was anti-constitutional since the constitutional 
changes in 2009 could not be retroactive.

During his presentation, and an intensive question and answer session 
that followed, Gadirli spoke about changes in azerbaijani society. 
Young people, he said, were much less dependent on the government 
than previous generations had been. they were also now the main 
source of information in the family, changing the old patriarchal ways 
in which politics was traditionally conducted. the internet had offered 
young people an opportunity to break out of the controls imposed by 
the tight hold on the media by the current government. Gadirli said 
that the government had lost the battle for the information space on 
the internet, despite its many efforts.

asked about the improvements in the quality of life of the azerbaijani 
people over the last ten years Gadirli said that he accepted that 
many things had changed for the better, but the government was still 
far from satisfying people’s expectations. these expectations were 
not only material. People demanded from their government rule 
of law, respect, and the ability to express themselves freely. Gadirli 
highlighted the plight of several dozen young activists who were 
currently imprisoned on trumped up charges because they had dared 
to challenge the government. 

Gadirli said that the government of azerbaijan had been a reliable 
partner to the west in a number of spheres, including energy 
projects and the fight against terrorism. But the Government had 
disappointed western partners on the democracy agenda. he called 
on European institutions in the future to focus on property rights 
since he said that this will need to be the cornerstone on which the 
future could be build.

During his presentation Gadirli announced that REaL will transform 
itself into a political party soon after the Presidential elections, and 
that it would concentrate on the emerging middle class for its core 
support but that it also had plans to expand its work to all the regions 
of azerbaijan.   

Source commonspace.eu

Azerbaijani opposition leaders 
present their case in London.
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it may be short, and in many ways it is also sharp, but 
the 22-day campaign ahead of Presidential elections in 
Azerbaijan next month is anything but sweet. so far the 
campaign is characterised by heated exchanges between 
representatives of the incumbent president, ilham Aliev, 
and the candidate of the opposition national council, 
camil Hassanli. in the first televised debate of the 
campaign Hassanli clashed with the Executive secretary 
of the ruling new Azerbaijan Party, Ali Akmedov in 
scenes that would be considered common in many other 
countries, but which for Azerbaijan were highly unusual.

azerbaijan’s opposition has for most of the time over the last five 
years been restricted to criticising the government on the internet 
and through the medium of its own newspapers. Now after a long 
time opposition spokespersons were on national television, accusing 
the government of corruption and mismanagement of the 

country.  contact.az reported that “in the first round of debates on 
September 17,  camil hassanli threw down the gauntlet to Ilham 
aliyev, and unexpectedly, even for other panelists, directly accused 
the current president of corruption and embezzlement of billions of 
funds.”  

Government spokesmen on their party continue to characterise the 
opposition as incompetent, divided and acting in the interests of 
foreigners.

Ilham aliev’s campaign, which is being spearheaded by the ruling 
new azerbaijan Party is focusing primarily on the achievements of 
the government in eradicating poverty, developing the country ,and  
creating a strong state. Pro aliev spokespersons dismiss accusations 
that the there is no freedom of speech in azerbaijan, citing 
complete internet freedom and  plurality within the printed media

the first days of campaigning were also overshadowed by the arrest 
of a leading opposition journalist who has been accused of illegal 
possession of arms. the arrest was strongly condemned by hassanli 
and  other opposition leaders.   
Source: cEW staff reporters.

Short, sharp, but not 
at all sweet.

Azerbaijani Presidential Election Campaign 2013.

the ten candidates registered in Azerbaijan’s presidential election.

the first televised debate of the election campaign on 17 september 
saw a confrontation between the representative of the incumbent 

president ilham Aliev and the national council candidate cafir 
Hassanli.


