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the Presidential election 
held in Azerbaijan on 9 
october, and the political 
situation that emerges as a 
result of it can be summed 
up in one word: problematic. 

that this election failed in some respects from meeting 
widely accepted international standards is clear to those 
who want to make a dispassionate assessment. some 
problems observed in all elections that have taken place 
in Azerbaijan in the last decade have persisted and the 
leadership of the central Election commission, which has 
remained largely unchanged for the whole period, seems 
unwilling or unable to correct them.

context, process and outcome

the context in which the election was held was far from ideal. 
the reports of organisations such as human Rights Watch and 
amnesty International, the terse but clear concerns expressed by the 
leadership of the European Union and the concerns of big sections 
of the international media, may have been dismissed lightly by the 
azerbaijani authorities, but in their totality they provide a negative 
picture of the context that is serious enough to impact an evaluation 
of the event on 9 October itself. there was some improvement in 
the situation in the three week run up to the election which saw the 
opposition allowed to voice its opinions on national television and 
to mobilise in the streets. there were also other issues worth noting: 
the odd way in which the incumbent Ilham aliev decided to run his 
campaign, and the late but effective way in which the opposition 
managed to rally around the candidacy of camil hasanly. hasanly 
himself gave his all, and was more effective than many had thought he 
would be. the opposition however failed to mobilise a critical mass for 
its activities. Part of this was due to the opposition’s own limitations 

and part due to the very clear dangers faced by those who publicly 
associate themselves with the opposition. there is however another 
factor at play which the opposition with its rhetoric seems to have 
failed to understand: most azerbaijanis, regardless of whether they like 
aliev or not, do not want to go back to the chaos of the 1990s. Whilst 
the government cleverly plays on this feeling, the opposition seems to 
be oblivious to its importance.

Shortcomings in the election process itself were noted, and will no 
doubt be the subject of reporting by the more credible election 
monitoring organisations. the attitude of the cEc to be meticulous 
where its suits it, and brush aside serious shortcomings when it does 
not, contributes to the undermining of trust in the process.

the provisional result of the election give the incumbent President 
82% of the vote with a 67% voter turnout. Given the context and 
the process this result, which in any normal election context would be 
considered exaggerated, may not be the most contentious part of the 
outcome. a victory for Ilham aliev with a wide margin was anticipated 
and predicted. the pattern of what happened on election day and in 
the counting process in this, as in previous elections in azerbaijan, was 
chequered.

A twilight zone that has become a comfort zone.

the result of all this is an unsatisfactory outcome. the azerbaijani 
authorities have over the last decade positioned themselves in a 
twilight zone between democracy and authoritarianism. this election 
proves what some had been worrying about for some time, that this 
twilight zone has now become the authorities comfort zone. this 
election has proven that this situation is not sustainable. President 
aliev will now have to decide very soon in which direction he wants to 
take his country. his speech on election night gives us little indication 
of what his choice will be. But once the dust of the election campaign 
has settled down, there will be important and crucial decisions to 
make that will define his place in azerbaijani history.    

Source: Prepared by cEW Staff team.

After problematic election,  
Azerbaijan remains stuck in  
a twilight zone between  
democracy and authoritarianism.
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“The election is 
not the end of 
our struggle”, 
Camil Hasanli.

the presidential candidate of the national 
council of Democratic Forces (ncJA) Jamil 
Hasanli has demanded cancellation of the results 
of the presidential elections in view of their total 
falsification and the way they were conducted.

In a Press conference in Baku, the day after the election, 
hasanli said that the extent of the fraud was so great that 
it is impossible to establish the will of the people. hasanli 
calimed that during the election, the ruling party “Yeni 
azerbaijan”, the local authorities and employees of state 
organizations in droves broke the law by conducting 
so-called “carousel” voting, and  massive ballot stuffing, 
creating opportunities for multiple voting and other 
irregularities. 

the candidate said that In most polling stations observers were not given the protocols of voting 
results. hasanli said that the election constituted a usurpation of power. “according to article 1 of the 
constitution  the source of power is the people. But yesterday, the azerbaijani people were not able 
to exercise their rights and were denied an opportunity to decide. hasanli also referred to the  sixth 
article of the constitution - “the inadmissibility of the usurpation of power.” “In fact, yesterday power 
was given to one party and one  group 
of people, which is the most serious 
crime against the people. Ilham aliyev 
effectively appropriated the power “, 
said hasanli. according to article 107, 
a person who usurped power, under 
any circumstances, cannot remain in 
power and should be removed and 
be punished in accordance with the 
constitution and the laws. 

“the elections is not the end of our 
struggle,”  said hasanli. he said that 
his campaign staff will challenge the 
results in the court. hasanli said that 
the struggle will be peaceful and the 
opposition will hold a meeting on 12 
October.   

Source: cEW with www.contact.az
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Azerbaijani President ilham Aliyev spoke on national 
television shortly after the Azerbaijani cEc had released 
preliminary results indicating that he had won just under 
85% of the votes cast.

We reproduce here a report of the speech from the azerbaijani web 
portal news.az:

In his speech, President aliyev underlined that 
azerbaijan ensures all freedoms, including 
the freedom of speech, the freedom of press, 
political freedom and freedom of conscience. 
according to aliyev, representatives of all nations 
and religions live as a family peacefully and 
kindly in azerbaijan. “Our model of national and 
religious tolerance is an example for all other 
nations,” he said. 

according to him, all the processes in our country have run in a positive 
direction and the foundations of our statehood consolidated over 
the last ten years. “today the azerbaijani state is conducting a strong 
and independent policy. We have strong ideological basis, established 
on the ideology of azerbaijanism,” the head of state believes. he also 
stressed that the country is currently experiencing rapid development 
in all spheres. 

“today we are an important country in international politics. For the 
first time in history, we have become member of the UN Security 
council, presiding over it now. Our economic success and achievements 
are some of the most spectacular in the world. Of course, all this is 
reflected in the well-being and lives of people,” said aliyev, recalling 
that in recent years the country has significantly reduced poverty and 
increased income. 

all this, in his opinion is the results of good policies. 

“Economic power and balanced foreign policy gives us the opportunity 
to play an important role not only in the region but also in the global 
arena. this will continue. We have a program of development in 
all areas. We will continue infrastructure projects and work on the 
development of towns,” said the president. 

he also recalled that the ratings assigned to the country by leading 
foreign agencies were increasing even at a time of crisis. “today, we are 
among the 40 most competitive economies in the world,” reminded 
the president, citing an authoritative report of the World Economic 
Forum. 

all this, according to Ilham aliyev, suggests that the development is 
observed in all directions. 

“We are a ‘cosmic’ country having its own satellite in Earth orbit. all this 
and much more have been achieved by the talent of our people and 
with their support. this is the main key to success,” said aliyev. 

the head of state recalled that the calibrated energy policy today has 
effect not only on the South caucasus region, but also plays a role in 
the world. “the significance of azerbaijan will grow. Our opportunities 
are great, we have influence on regional processes, and without us in 

the South caucasus it is simply impossible to implement any serious 
project. all these are achievements of independent azerbaijan. 

We’re free, independent and this independence is in our hands. 
Votes given for me by our citizens are the votes given in favour of 
independence and for the sake of our common future. 

I am proud that my initiatives have become a 
reality. 10 years ago, I promised that I would 
stay true to the course of heydar aliyev. It so 
happened. Such a policy has done a lot for 
our country,” said Ilham aliyev, expressing 
confidence that azerbaijan’s independence is 
irreversible and eternal. 

“We have to defend our national interests. 
and we will do it. For me, the interests of our 

nation and state are in the first place. and to achieve the desired goals is 
possible only if there is unity of the people and the government. this is 
the main condition for success. 

I feel the support of the people, without which we could not achieve 
such heights. the confidence they have shown in this election with 
a landslide in my favour is the evaluation of my work and expression 
of intentions regarding the future of the country. We look to the 
future with optimism. and faith in it in the last 10 years has increased 
significantly, as we achieved a lot,” said President Ilham aliyev. 

“Our policy is open and clear. I have repeatedly on various occasions 
shared my thoughts on the future of the country and reported to 
the people about the work done. and today, I want to state that the 
country will follow the path of development, and further strengthen its 
sovereignty. We will continue to protect the interests of our people. 

We will continue democratic reforms and the process of building a 
modern state. 

We will even fiercely fight negative phenomena such as corruption. 
We will provide new jobs and improve the environment for 
entrepreneurship. 

Social policy will be continued. I have repeatedly said that we have a 
social state, and we have proved it with actions. 

at the heart of our national policy is azerbaijan citizen,” said the head 
of state, promising that in the coming years he will ensure development 
in all areas, including energy, foreign policy, democratic reform, etc. 

he also said that in the future security, stability and the rights of citizens 
will also be provided. 

“In a word, my dear compatriots, I’m sure you have no doubt in the 
future development of azerbaijan. We will achieve prosperity, and I as 
president promise to defend national interests. I thank you for the great 
confidence in these 10 years. I am sure that together we will achieve 
even greater successes. 

Long live independent azerbaijan,” concluded Ilham aliyev.    

Source: News.az

Aliev promises to defend country’s 
freedom and independence.
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Election in Azerbaijan undermined by 
limitations on fundamental freedoms, 
lack of level playing field and significant 
problems on election day, international 
observers say. 

?

the 9 october presidential election in Azerbaijan was 
undermined by limitations on the freedoms of expression, 
assembly and association that did not guarantee a level 
playing field for candidates, the international observers 
concluded in a statement released today. continued 
allegations of candidate and voter intimidation and a 
restrictive media environment marred the campaign.

Significant problems were observed throughout all stages of election 
day processes and underscored the serious shortcomings that need 
to be addressed in order for azerbaijan to fully meet its OScE 
commitments for genuine and democratic elections, the statement 
said.

“I was pleased by the good organization of the election and the number 
of candidates who took part, as well as the peaceful atmosphere on 
election day,” said Michel Voisin, the Special co-ordinator who led the 
OScE short-term election observation mission. “Regretfully, however, 
we have to underline shortcomings in areas like the counting of ballots, 
and I would hope that the azerbaijani authorities will make a real effort 
to bring such areas in line with OScE commitments.”

ten candidates were registered for the election, while four individuals 
were denied registration when the cEc ruled they had failed to collect 
the requisite number of valid signatures, and the courts ruled against 
their subsequent challenges of the signature-verification criteria. the 
authorities approved only 152 venues for campaign rallies, thereby 
limiting citizens’ freedom of assembly, the observers concluded.

the central Election commission generally administered preparations 
for the election efficiently and held regular sessions open to observers 
and media. Nevertheless, the formula for structuring all election 
commissions gives pro-government forces a de facto majority. as a 
result of this, opposition representatives expressed a lack of confidence 
in the election administration, the statement said.

Overall, candidates were provided with insufficient access to the media. 
Distinctly disproportionate coverage of the incumbent President during 
the campaign period contributed to the lack of a level playing field 
among candidates. Detentions, criminal prosecutions, and testimony 

of physical attacks and other forms of pressure on journalists negatively 
impacted the media environment, the observers concluded.

Despite recent amendments, the majority of previous ODIhR 
recommendations remain unaddressed in the law, the statement 
says, including key provisions related to the composition of election 
commissions and candidate registration.

“I welcome the high turnout, and I was happy to see so many people 
who were eager to cast their vote,” said Doris Barnett, the head of 
the OScE Parliamentary assembly (OScE Pa) delegation. “at the 
same time, the report underlines serious challenges. I would urge 
the authorities to support the democratic aspirations of azerbaijan’s 
citizens by swiftly addressing the issue we highlighted.”

the review of election appeals lacked impartiality and failed to provide 
appellants sufficient guarantees of effective redress, the statement 
says, and the condensed timeline for the conduct of the election was 
insufficient to allow for legal remedy. 

“Looking at the facts our mission has gathered over the six weeks we 
have been observing the electoral process, the stark reality is that this 
process has fallen well short of OScE commitments in in most areas,” 
said tana de Zulueta, the head of the OScE Office for Democratic 
Institutions and human Rights (OScE/ODIhR) long-term election 
observation mission. “the limitations placed on the fundamental 
freedoms of assembly, association, and expression, the lack of a level 
playing field, the allegations of intimidation all came in the lead up to an 
election day that our observers found to be seriously flawed.”

a high number of observers assessed the situation in polling stations 
on election day as negative, with significant problems coming in 
the opening, voting and counting procedures. they reported clear 
indications of ballot box stuffing in 37 polling stations, and the counting 
was assessed negatively in an unprecedented 58 per cent of the stations 
observed.    

Source: OScE


